THE STUDENT 


VOICE 


Ie REGS re RS eA ee Ce) Co) TE CS ES 


MARCH 27, 2001 


INSIDE 


EprroriAL/OPINnIOoN 
PG 2 


‘ _Campus News 
3-4 


Pouce Loc 
Pes 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Pe 5 


Music, Movies & More 
PG 6 


CrossworD 
PG9 


More Campus NEWS 
Pc 10 


ACCENTUATIONS 
PG II 


Sports 
COMMENTARY 
Pe 12 


EMAIL US AT 
THEVOICEWSC 
@HOTMAIL.COM TO 
_ HAVE YOUR COMMENTS | 
_ PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT 
ISSUE. 


NEXT ISSUE 


ALL SORTS OF 
INTERESTING 
STORIES 


STUDENT Gov- 
ERNMENT PRO- 
FILES 


Students’ eyes are opened 
Visiting poet and Brutus discuss human rights 


By Brendan A. McGrail 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


As we all know by now, Dr. Dennis 


Brutus, or poet-in-residence, has busied 
himself all semester with trying to open the 
eyes of the students on this campus. His 
wonderfully articulate sentiments on the 
importance of knowledge and participation 
have struck a chord in many a student, and with 
the help of the Honors Program and the Center 
for the Study of Human Rights, he hopes to 
continue inspiring. 

Last Tuesday, in the Eager 
Auditorium, WSC hosted Martin Espada. A 
professor of English at UMass-Amherst, and 
an award-winning Latino poet. He, along with 
Dr. Brutus, gave a reading of deeply political 
(at least mostly) poetry, and paneled a 
discussion on the place of poetry in the human 
rights cause. 

Both men have been heavily involved 
in “the cause” most, if not all, of their lives. 
Prof. Espada’s father fought for human rights, 
and his arrest and subsequent disappearance 
prompted a young Martin to ask questions 
which would later map the course of his life. 


In addition to his teaching and 
writing, Prof. Espada is also a practicing 
lawyer, having gained his J.D. from 
Northeastern University. In his spare time, he 
counsels the Latino community as to their legal 
rights, and even worked the Clinica Legal, 
affliliated with Suffolk University, for six 
years. 

Espada’s poetry is passionately 
eclectic. What helps most is actually hearing 
him read it. His intense feelings manifest 
themselves in his very animated and stylized 
readings. 

His first poem was entitled, “My 
Name is Espada.” As he told the audience, 
Espada means “sword” in Spanish. The poem 
is a study of the combination of conqueror’s 
blood and the blood of the conquered, as seen 
through the prism of his name. The poem is a 
beautiful sentiment to symbiosis, as the two 
conflicting parties exist together in the poet’s 
name. 

The second poem, “The Sign in My 
Father’s Hands,” was written for the poet’s 
father. Frank Espada was a civil rights activist 
at the height of the movement in the U.S. 

In Biloxi, Frank refused to move to 
the back of the bus, and spent a week in jail 
for his obstinacy. He was later arrested in New 


York, and disappeared. Prof. Espada’s own 
involvement began with that incident. 

A third poem offered some needed 
comic relief to the room, already moved by 
the intensity of the first two poems. Espada 
claimed. “Every Puerto Rican poet has to have 
a cockroach poem. This is mine.” It was called: 
“My Cockroach Lover,” enough said. 

The fourth in the series delved, once 
again, into serious issues. “Thieves of Light” 
related the poet’s work as a civil rights lawyer 
to the audience. It is a two-fold story of a 
slumlord named Gus who shut off the power 
to one of his tenants. The woman lived with 
no heat or electricity until Espada stepped in. 
He employed an employee from the electric 
company, poetically referred to as the “Edison 
man,” and got him to restore power to the 
woman’s apartment. As a result, they became 
thieves of light. 

Another comic poem highlighted 
some of the discrepancies that can arise when 
an interpreter is needed in court. Ask a Spanish- 
speaking friend what was said to the judge, we 
cannot print it here. 

Espada moved on to the subject of 
censorship. Apparently, he had been 
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Students Successful After Graduation 
Omi Views Yor. U.n.em.p'lo-y.ed 


By Jackie Donovan 
VOICE STAFF 


It is a proud day when any graduate 
of Worcester State College receives that di- 
ploma. Smiling proudly amongst family and 
friends they symbolize possibility and poten- 
tial for their various majors. 

The next step is getting a job. 

Fortunately here at WSC, there are 
resources available for those seeking Profes- 
sion Counseling. Walter Lennon, Director of 
Career Services and Student Success/Career 
Services offers aid and advice to those enter- 
ing the work force. 

The Class of 1999, which consists of 
the 520 graduates from May, August, and De- 
cember, provided Lennon with a 68% response 
rate to surveys of post-graduation progress. Of 
that 68%, 86% are working and 9% are in 
graduate school. Another 4% are in graduate 
school part-time. An overall 22% of those who 
graduated participate in some form of intern- 
ship program, and currently, of that class, only 
3% are unemployed. Some majors common 
among the unemployed are Business, Commu- 
nications, and Education. 

“We've found that recruiters like to 
deal with Worcester State College because they 


have track records of work. Many worked con- 
sistently or during summers or breaks. Em- 
ployers look at this as a positive because they 
realize their risk factor goes down,” Lennon 
said, “If the graduate hadn’t worked a day in 
his life, than the employer would get skittish 
about his commitment.” 

Through working and collaborating 
with each individual in the graduating class, 
Lennon taught students how to navigate the 
appropriate and inappropriate decorum. “I feel 
99% of graduates have a good balance - they 
are not afraid to work and have good interac- 
tion skills. This work ethic already has students 
in the routine of work life. They are up and 
running by the time they get out of school.” 

Some of the popular “Big Majors” 
here on campus which have students constantly 
jumping on the bandwagon are Computers, 
Business Administration, Nursing, and Psy- 
chology. Lennon urges that he hopes students 
understand how to get out there. “Students are 
placing themselves in their professions, they 
must get their tools together and find their 
place.” 

There are those students who virtu- 
ally wait for the jobs to come to them. Lennon 
cautions against this behavior. “It doesn’t mat- 
ter what your major is - when you are out that 
door you are a ‘marketing major.’ You have to 
show you have the skills, background, and 


education to land that job. That way the em- 
ployer will have no qualms.” 

Successful college graduates will tell 
students that they were in the right place at the 
right time, and that right chemistry got them 
to where they are today. “There will be those 
who have an easier time, while others struggle. 
All are afraid of rejection, so we try to intro- 
duce them to the process,” continued Lennon. 

A helpful tactic that Lennon uses 
quite often is pushing students to come up with 
their own individual “commercial” to convince 
the employer that he or she has something to 
say and something to offer. “The student needs 
to package himself both verbally and non-ver- 
bally. Dig into the market and walk in doors. 
Don’t be reactive, be proactive.” 

In regards to tracking the students, the 
Career Services here at WSC do a check up on 
graduates five months after they graduate. In 
the past they have found that the numbers re- 
main consistent throughout the years in the 
employment/graduate school/and unemploy- 
ment percentages. 

It has come to attention that many stu- 
dents do not feel that the liberal arts founda- 
tion is relevant in their areas of study. Lennon 
believes the opposite, “Absolutely the Liberal 
Arts foundation is helpful, employers want 
workers who can communicate well. Their in- 
terpersonal skills can’t be down.” 
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7 Executive Board You are probably so lazy that you won’t read past this 


sentence. Leold Wenlecidion 


: . wr J n oe Laziness hits everyone at one point or another. It overcomes 
J OHN Bro = Ti the Worcester State population on a bi-weekly basis when we release by Roger and Salem Salloom® 1997 
EDT ORNS The Student Voice. Laziness can be seen in many athletes whose 

fitness-routines are not consistent in the off-season, or for that matter, 


DANIELLE WILLIAMSON : in athletes who give more effort to their sport than their classes. It 


eae EDITOR - . affects the Worcester State College student, who knows that in most 
BRENDAN A. McoGea : classes, he/she can do a minimal amount of work and still get decent He's been answering the 


: grades. Laziness is evident in members of student organizations who ersonal ads on his computer 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR — know that there will be little or no repercussions for below average pe el ie aends a cr ae 


contributions. ee 
People have been hit by the laziness plague that is spreading § letters back an d fi orth 7 the 
like wildfire. The Student Voice’s last issue was partially a product of © computer ll day and night. 
laziness. The articles that we received were either late or carelessly : N v, he’s i > W. 
put together, sometimes both. The paper was put out on time, due ‘0. He lives i Mi wea 
le | 


cs 


| got this friend. He’s always 
falling in love. 


_ LAYOUTEDITOR 


largely to the efforts of editor John Brown III. However, if the Voice 
had a payroll, most of us would have been fired. 

Speaking of newspapers, I happen to have a passing _ 
familiarity with a local daily newspaper that shall remain nameless. § 
Generally, unions protect the lazy people there. They can’t get fired. I | 
was disgusted last week when a burnt-out pathetic example for a 
reporter, instead of walking the ten feet, called the editor, on the 
phone, from her desk. This reporter spends more time stuffing co- 
workers’ mailboxes with union propaganda than actually doing her 
job. 


The United States houses the world’s fattest people, 
excluding Sumo wrestlers. Obesity is one of the country’s major 
problems, and, setting aside hereditary factors, its main cause is 
laziness. Today’s children are raised by the television. Cable and 
DirecTV have put the world at our fingertips. Meanwhile, our 
fingertips have become fatter and fatter, preventing easy navigation 
from channel to channel. 

Ironically, it is partially technology’s fault that America, as a 
whole has become so lazy. Very un-lazy people helped to discover 
this technology. However, it is the lazy people that abuse it. 

Mental laziness is just as, if not more, prominent than 
physical laziness. Referring back to the idleness of many Worcester 
State College students: honestly, how many of you have truly worked 
your rears off in your classes? (That question is not rhetorical and I’d 
appreciate feedback.) I can’t say that I’ve given it my all—but I was 
very satisfied with my 3.94 grade point average. 

Are we, by nature, lazy? Or is our indolence merely a 
response to what is, or similarly, what is not, asked of us? Does the 
Student Voice staff hand in articles late because they simply don’t 
feel that deadlines are important, or is it because the executive staff 
does not demand more of its writers? Do many college students slide 
through their classes because they are not a priority, or because their 
college has shown them academics don’t have to come first? Do 
student athletes consistently not perform as well academically as 
The Student Voice o of non-athletes because of the high commitment that their sports 

demand, or because the school lowers the academic standards for 
them? (For example, making the requirement to achieve Dean’s List 
Worcester State Colleg € status less than the 3.5 cut-off for regular students.) 

The Student Voice is an Regardless of the reasons laziness hits so many of us, it is a 
independent news magazine published throughout | serious issue that must be addressed. Yes, it is hard to put forth a 
Sed en dbo apne! Rea Gee ee valiant effort when similar results may be reached through a lesser 
Worcester State College, 486 Chandler St., Worcester, MA | time investment. Regarding classes, most of us have what we 
pinitheciis Spicy esac Badr pacs of consider more important commitments. If we can show up to class 
serviced for national advertising by Cass Communications | OCCasionally, pass in most of our work, and get handed average 
and is listed in Oxbridge Communication, Inc’s Directory | grades, we’re satisfied. We have more time for work and social 
of the College Student Press in America. The Student Voice Sewad - 
takes no responsibility for unsolicited material or} 2Ctivities. I, for one, enjoy the fact that Worcester State allows me to 
manuscripts submitted. work 30 hours a week and stay on Dean’s List. But I would 
a ee Teeeaeeaa oan ie ea seg. appreciate a bit more of a challenge so I don’t turn into the lazy 
name and means to contact the author. Any pieces that are | reporter at that aforementioned local newspaper. Similarly, student 
SL tee ee athletes are not benefiting from special treatment. Considering that 
decision. Letters run at the discretion of the Editor-In-Chief | this is a Division III school, it is unlikely that our athletes will make 
and are subject to editing for style and length. The Editor | a serious career in their current sport. As admirable as the student 
reserves the right to republish any works at their discretion. 7 . i : : 

Advertisers agree to indemnify and protect The | athlete’s dedication is, a strong commitment to something more than 
Student Voice and its publisher from any claims of suit in sports is what will truly be recognized in the long run. 
pec eee ee As for physieal laziness—we have no one to blame for that 


use of name, photograph, sketch, design, and words} but ourselves. So grab a paper, bring it to the Worcester State 


Protected by copyright, trademarks, labels, | College fitness center, read it on a treadmill, and after you’re done, 
misrepresentation, etc. 
Advertisers should check their advertisement 
the first day of insertion. The Student Voice shall not be 
liable for failure to publish an advertisement or for 
typographical errors in publication except in the event of 
the cost of that portion of the advertisement wherein the 
error occurred. Error notification should be made 
immediately. Publisher reserves the right to revise or restrict 


any advertisements. 
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Brutus from Pg 1 


commissioned by an NPR show to write a 
poem back in the Spring of 1997. He decided 
to write one about the African journalist who 
on death-row in Philadelphia for killing a 
police officer. The poem was called, “Another 
Nameless Prostitute Says the Man is Innocent.” 
Needless to say, NPR found the poem too over- 
the-top, and wouldn’t air it. Espada called that 
censorship. 

Furthermore, in the early ‘90s, several 
of Espada’s poems were published in an 
opposition newspaper in El Salvador. A 
conservative organization burned the building 
to the ground to try and eliminate the paper. 
Unfortunately for them, the paper sprang back 
up, and Espada’s “When Songs Become 
Water” was published < on the anniversary of 
the fire. 

The final two poems Espada read 
were “Sleeping on the Bus” and “Imagine the 
Angels of Bread.” The first he wrote for the 
freedom riders from the civil rights movement 
whose names no one will ever know. In the 
poem “sleeping” is “forgetting,” and he wants 
people to remember what happened. 

The second dealt with one question 
which Espada asked...’”’What if the were the 
year justice came?” In this poem, Espada 
envisions what would take place if the world 
were entirely just. To quote the poem, “The 
mouths of the hungry fill with the Angels of 
Bread. 

After Espada’s impassioned reading, 
Dr. Brutus got up to do his own reading. First 
he read a poem dealing with the craft of poetry, 
and what it involves. 

He next read a sonnet he wrote in 
Petrarchan form. The poem discussed what he 
went through at the all-white university he was 

-allowed to go to, He had to sit in the Back of 
‘ithe class, and was forbidden to publish poetry. 
*Additionally, any editor who published 
*Brutus’s poetry would be jailed. Also, no one 


could own or even recite any of his poetry. 
Brutus felt himself to be a troubadour, fighting 
for his rights. 

The next poem was in response to 
someone who claimed that Brutus wasn’t a 
troubadour, and was never in any real trouble 
or danger. E 

Next, on the topic of human rights, 
Brutus read his poem for Pablo Neruda. When 
Neruda died, the military rerouted the river to 
go right through his house and study. That way 
all his papers and poems would be washed 
away. 

Then to add some levity, Brutus read 
a haiku he was inspired to write as he passed 
through Meriden, CT on his way back from 
New York. 

The final poem Dr. Brutus read was 
read with more intensity than anything I’ve 
ever heard him read. On March 11, 2001, 
thousands gathered in a square in Mexico to 
challenge the Mexican government peacefully, 
and demand justice for all. They didn’t want 
power, and they didn’t want to overthrow the 
government, they simply wanted what was 
right. In the poem Brutus claims of the square, 
“It is soaked with heroic blood, of those who 
died for freedom.” 

This event is paramount to Brutus’s 
fervent hope that another world is possible. He 
doesn’t want anything but peace and equality, 
and he wants to send that message to all. With 
events such as this reading, and with the help 
of brilliant poets like Martin Espada, not only 
will the message get disseminated through 
WSC, but throughout the nation—and 
hopefully soon, the world. 


Lancers upcoming home games 


y  * By Landmark & 
Le Provocateur Readers 


Tanning Packages by the Minute. 


Net The Visit 


Means 
Mo re Visits For Youll! 


* Numerous 10-Minute Tanning Booths 
_ “The Perfect 10” 


¢ 2 High & 2 Super-High Performance Beds 


+ 2 Floors of Tanning Means No Walting 


« “State of the Art” ; 
Professionally Sanitized Equipment 
e ‘Jam While You Tan” 
Piped in Satellite “Bose” Music 
* Family Owned and Operated 
* Bathing Suits For Sale Year Round 
* Student Discounts/Open 7 Days 
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Honors Convocation to be Held 


Compiled by:Jackie Donovan 


The annual Academic Honors 
Convocation will be conducted on Tuesday, 
March 27th at 6:30. President Kalyan K. 
Ghosh extends the invitation to those in the 
Worcester State College community to 
attend this even t in the Sullivan Audito- 
rium. 

The Honors Convocation gives 
special recognition to Worcester State 
College students who excel academically. 
Students so honored include those achieving 
the highest grade point average in individual 
disciplines, scholarship recipients, special 
academic award recipients, Dean’s List and 
honor society inductees. The winners of the 
annual Essay Competition in Memory of 
Paxton Police Chief Robert J. Mortell will 
be announced at the scheduled ceremony. 

This year the guest speaker will be 
Robert F. Perry, M.D. of the Class of 1975. 


Today 


Robert F. Perry, M.D., will speak at the convocation tonight 


Teacher Tests “Frightening” 


Less students becoming teachers 


By Jackie Donovan 
VOICE STAFF 


The bulletin board outside of the Edu- 
cation Department is littered beyond capacity 
with fliers promoting upcoming job fairs and 
employment vacancies. At Worcester State 
College, however, few students are taking ad- 
vantage of these opportunities and positions. 

This was something expected, even 
foreseen. A developing trend has caused sev- 
eral leaders in Massachusetts education to raise 
eyebrows about the potential teachers leaving 
both state and private colleges and universities. 
Due to the demands. of the controversial Mas- 
sachusetts Educator Exam, which has become 
mandatory for future teachers to pass before 
they enter the classroom, fewer and fewer 
graduates are entering into the field. 

Walter Lennon, Director of Career 
Services and Student Success/Career Services, 
believes that even though the number of teach- 
ers has been going down, they will gradually 
work their way up again. “The new testing pro- 
cedure has frightened a few people,” he said. 

Initially, the main attraction to the field 
of education was the panic of a teacher short- 
age. “Back in 1974 the market collapsed for 
teachers, and instead of people roaming around 
from school to school, they hung onto their jobs 
and have been employed there for a certain 
number of years. Now they are close to retire- 
ment age and are ready to get out. What’s go- 
ing to happen is that the flood gates are going 
to open and there will be many opportunities,” 
Lennon added. 

For the past twenty years career di- 
rectors have gotten together and compiled a 
recruiting fair consisting of states outside Mas- 
sachusetts. Forty-five directors from both pub- 
lic and private schools collaborated to form a 


HELP US! Come work for the Voice. We hold meetings aL 
2:30 every Tuesday afternoon in Room 3 17A of the Student 


consortium career fair that will be held in Bos- 
ton. “There is usually a tremendous response, 
in the past, between 60 and 65 students have 
signed up to attend and usually 30 to 35 have 
gone. This year only a total of 14 have signed 
up,” Lennon said. 

“We’re taking this as a good sign,” 
he continued, “we believe that many are find- 
ing the job market so good that they are get- 
ting hired in this state. We believe things will 
get better for teachers, especially with teach- 
ers on the higher end. Also, the fact that many 
communities are getting realistic on their sala- 
ries will help.” 

In regards to the educator exam, the 
testing concept has scared prospective teach- 
ers away. Many are not passing the test the 
first time around and leave before completing 
their certification. 

“At first no one knew what to expect; 
once we get over the initial panic and out of 
the blue, we will be in more of an adjustment 
period.” Lennon stated. “The two will come 
together, a conibination of our program and 
the knowledge and skill to pass the exam. 
Hopefully then our numbers will rise again.” 

To help bridge that gap, many re- 
sources are available for those taking the Mas- 
sachusetts Educator Exam. Dr. Sharon Yang 
of the Language and Literature department has 
held numerous help sessions for those taking 
the exam. She also has established a web site 
including teacher competency tests, subject 
area sample tests, and other tools. The address 
is http://www.fac.worcester.edu/enged/. 

The Education Department also has 
a number of resources available for those tak- 
ing the Teacher Test. Another available web 
site that offers a sample Teacher test is http:// 
www.worcester.edu/owl. 


Center. 


Laughs Galore 


Comediennes visit WSC 


By Jackie Donovan 
VOICE STAFF 


Have you ever had the opportunity 
: to be introduced after a toiletry drive? Well 
© two comediennes were given that distinct plea- 
rd sure last Tuesday night in honor of the Worces- 
e ter State College “Her Story Month” sponsored 
; by the Student Events Committee. 

° Dana Eagle, who was named Best 
2 New Comedienne in 1999 by Bud Light La- 
e dies of Laughter, was a former latchkey kid 
. who made numerous jokes about the common 
e problem of today’s youth returning to empty 
. homes. She admitted to having very few 
e friends in her age group when she was young, 
° «when you have no friends, the seesaw is 
e just a low bench...”. 

. Eagle has completed two independent 
e films and can be seen regularly this season on 
< “Girl’s On for Oxygen Media.” She was a par- 
e ticipant in the 1999 Marshall’s Women in Com- 
edy Festival to benefit the prevention of do- 
mestic violence and can also be seen on Com- 
edy Central’s, “Premium Blend.” 

Her interaction with the audience was 
personable and friendly; she transitioned from 
one theme to the next using delicate and simple 
humor, relating to students through her 
struggles of growing up. Her parents used 
drugs when she was younger and feeling that 
the audience could sympathize with that, she 
decided to keep with the issue. She also dis- 
cussed her religion believing the Eight Nights 
of Chanukah aren’t as great as they sound, “I 
used to get a pencil one night and an eraser the 
next. Once my dad once gave me a copy of 
‘Dating for Dummies’ the next night he eet a 
copy of ‘Gift giving for...’ “ 

Eagle had her fair share of automo- 
bile accidents as well. “It was the hydrant’s 
fault,” she would express to her parents as well 
as to the audience. It was through these witty 
anecdotes that Eagle expressed her insecuri- 
ties. “You know if I weighed myself on Jupi- 
ter I’d be 1522 pounds? Wait a second, let me 
take off my watch...” 

Eagle also told the audience that the 
name Dana means: a man who originates from 
Denmark. “Yeah - I think my parents were 
hoping for a Viking.” 

Eagle’s only “bombed” joke was a 
story about a jury duty experience she had. She 
referred to this throughout the remainder of 
her act. By pointing out one of her flaws, she 
caused the audience to feel more of an inti- 
macy with her and allowed both performer and 
audience to become comfortable. 

At the end of her show, Eagle ex- 
pressed relief that her and the audience didn’t 
crash. “We didn’t get into any accidents here 
tonight - good, ‘cuz its a rental...” 

The second comedienne of the 
evening was Erin Foley. Foley is a-native of 
Rhode Island who moved to New York City in 
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Chinese Food 


All you can eat Buffets 


10% off with WSC Student ID 
Free Delivery (Min $8.00) 


Telephone: 754-4999/754-4997 


68 Stafford St 
Webster Square Shopping Center 
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n Your Opinion | 


-» Residents have 
parking troubles too 


. To the Editor, 

Recently, I had the distinct pleasure of reading Danielle 
Williamson’s terrific article about the woes of commuter parking. It 
was a super little article that relayed the concerns of a great deal of the 
student body and I hope our esteemed 
administration can take five minutes from naming buildings after 
themselves and read it. 

However, there is an interesting post-script to that story. I 
am a resident. To most commuters that means that I wake up five 
minutes before class, spend my 
spare time binge drinking, and have an inexhaustible amount of parking 
at my disposal. Alas! Two out of three ain’t bad. The residents have 
lately been given 
the proverbial zinger by the parking gods like never before. When I 
was a mere freshman, back in the day of last year, I was not allowed 
in Upper Lot. They 
had no room for my pathetic freshman car. But I worked at home on 
the weekends, and tested the parking Gods little rules, and I was 
ticketed like you read 
about. I received little satisfaction from the theory that this is such a 
safe campus that all that the police had to keep themselves busy was 
to ticket my car. 

This year, the tickets are gone. I haven’t seen one all semester. 
What I have seen is innumerable amounts of people parked in Upper 
Lot who haven’t paid 
the $100 I had to cough up to park there. 

I am not belittling the problem of commuter parking. My 
parking issues do not make me late for class. However, my car has 
been hit-and-run in Upper Lot, I never can get a spot on a weeknight, 
and what’s worse— I’m paying through the nose for it. 

I only see the parking problem escalating now that Housing’s 
room deposit policy has evicted a good deal of resident students, who 
will now be pitching tents 
in their $100 parking spaces. 

I can only wonder what the administration would think if 
they had to drive around the parking lot all the live long day just to 
have the pleasure of coming to school. What would happen if their 
parking spots were taken when they got to school? Ill tell you. In a 
perfect world, they would realize the err of their ways, call a giant 
assembly where they apologize‘and promise that there will be reform. 
The “Full House” music would play in the background and everyone 
would smile and sigh. But here in the emotionally frozen tundra of 
Worcester, your car would be towed. 

Damn the man, long live the parking revolution! 

Sincerely, | 
Matt “Somewhere on May St.” Manter 


Kathleen Downey 
Short Fiction Contest 


‘The Ridis for aibenmaiqn: 


1. The story shold be typed double spaced. 

2, ‘The weaieon's name (ONLY on the cover sheet 

3. The take page chauld follow with che vik of the tary and the 
acuared Secunty member ONLY 

Se el eee ee 


a. a pnp et, gus elapaairieep ys 
S21) by Apel 7, 2000 


h, The contest i open to all fulland part-time WHC studertts 
7, Oniyone eectem per eudent mer be eubeitted 
8. Previous price wines sre diepualified from eubmitring mocies 
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_Music, Movies & More 


Enemy at the Gates 
Battle of Stalingrad relived in this WWII drama 


By Theresa Herbst 
VOICE STAFF 


Opened to American theaters Friday 
March 16, “Enemy at the Gates” depicts the 
1942-43 Battle of Stalingrad in which the 
Red Army resisted invasion by German 
forces. The film is stunning in its images and 
dramatic in its story content, reflecting the 
scale of what was disputably the bloodiest 
battle of World War II, but is simultaneously 
weak in its dialogue. Describing Stalingrad 
as “a city on the Volga where the fate of the 
world is being decided,” an ominous voice 
introduces the film and signals the 
shortcomings of a script that severely 
undermines the strength of the narrative. The 
director, filmmaker Jean-Jacques Annaud 
(“Seven Years in Tibet”), compromises 
character development and nuance in favor 
of a display of his well-known filming 
virtuosity and skill. 

In August 1942, Stalingrad lay in 
utter ruin. The German Luftwaffe had waged 
a massive blitzkrieg campaign against the 
Russian city, and as a result destroyed 
buildings, killed hundreds of thousands, and 
crushed the spirit of the Red Army. 
Deepening and precipitating the loss was the 
gross inadequacy of Soviet war material. 
Through gruesome scenes rivaling those of 
“Saving Private Ryan,” the audience 
witnesses the extent of the Nazi attack both 
in terms carnage as well as structural 
damage—corpses litter the streets, and 
statues of Stalin and Lenin lie in abject ruins, 
symbolizing the expected fall of the city. 

Embodying the spirit of resistance 
is Vassili Zaitsev (Jude Law), an infantryman 
whose impeccable shooting skills against the 
Nazis capture the interest of Danilov (Joseph 
Fiennes), a Russian political officer hungry 


for a story to feed the national propaganda. - 
machine. Danilov convinces Nikita 
Khrushchev (Bob Hoskins) to promote the 
callow Zaitsev to sniper division and quickly 
seizes the opportunity to exploit the 
shooter’s adventures through the press. As 
the number of his kills increases, Zaitsev 
grows to hero status and becomes known 
throughout the country as a symbol of the 
determinedness, strength, and patience of the 
Russian people in fighting the invasion. 

The tension increases sharply when 
the Nazis send their premiere sharpshooter, 
Major Konig (Ed Harris), to do away with 
the irrepressible Zaitsev. A riveting plot 
develops in which Zaitsev and Konig 
simultaneously track each other’s 
whereabouts, and the inventive techniques 
used by the two men provide entertainment 
throughout the movie. One of the most 
suspenseful and gripping scenes occurs in an 
abandoned tractor factory, where Konig 
comes dangerously close to killing his Soviet 
opponent and the audience anticipates the 
characters’ every move. But it is not long 
before this intense rivalry and the Russian’s 
meteoric rise to fame begin to wear on Law’s 
character. He feels unfit for his mission to 
defeat Konig and unable to live up to the 
image of heroism that the political officer 
has created. As Zaitsev, a peasant boy from 
the Ural Mountains, is pitted against the 
aristocratic Major Konig, Danilov speaks of 
the archetypal “class struggle” and continues 
to fashion a larger-than-life story out of the 
inexperienced Zaitsev. 

A major weakness of the movie lies 
in the script. The repetitiveness of the 
Communist jargon (“comrade,” 
“commissar’’) is strikingly awkward as is the 
almost uniform British accent in a film 
exclusively about Russians and Germans. 


Perhaps worst of all, the characters do not 
seem to speak naturally, instead making 
forced statements of purpose, such as those 
of Danilov’s allegiance to the “motherland”. 
These proclamations reduce a potentially 
complex character into a simplistic one and 
detract from the effectiveness of the film. 
This difficulty with the picture is probably 
most evident towards its close with the 
resolution of a romantic subplot. Fiennes’ 
character, an ardent Marxist throughout the 
film, renounces Communism because the 
woman he loves, Tania Chernova (Rachel 
Weisz), cares instead for Zaitsev. Such an 
extreme reversal in thinking is dealt with in 
such stilted lines of resignation as, “there is 
no equal society,” “there’s always something 
to envy,” and even a sweeping and 
unqualified generalization as, “there is 
always a rich and poor...” 

Although the picture is based on a 
true story, the historical accuracy of the film 
is questionable. While Vassili Zaitsev did 
fight valiantly in the Battle of Stalingrad and 
he did develop a love interest in a woman 
named Tania Chernova, the existence of 
Major Konig as an actual sharpshooter or a 
fabrication of Soviet war propaganda is part 
of an ongoing historical debate. For . 
cinematic purposes, this fact is overlooked. 

Overall, however, “Enemy at the 
Gates” does a fair job of presenting a front of 
the war not normally viewed by American 
audiences. It succeeds in revealing the 
deficiencies of the Russian defense, as well 
as the Soviets’ appalling practice of shooting 
their own soldiers for displays of cowardice. 
In this way the picture eschews easy 
categorizations of good and evil that so often 
typify war films. Perhaps the fact that this is 
a German, French, English and Irish 
collaboration helps explain this aspect of the 
film. 
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Mock Rape Trial Raises Awareness 


Student Center transformed into a courtroom 


By Jessica Killoran 
VOICE STAFF 


Where were you on the night of March 
21, 2001? Many students were observing and 
participating in a mock rape trial sponsored by 
BACCHUS, the Worcester State Counseling 
Services, the District Attorney’s Office Com- 
munity, and School Project Worcester. The Blue 
Lounge of the Student Center was transformed 
into a courtroom to hear the case of the Com- 
monwealth vs. the Defendant in a scripted rape 
trial. Three professional lawyers from the Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office, along with Worcester 
State College students, counselors, and police 
played roles in the trial. 

The trial reenacted a life-like case in- 
volving college students, drugs, alcohol, and 
sexual assault. Worcester State College students 
acted as the victim and the defendant as a well 
as the jury who were expected to make judg- 
ment on the case. The prosecution was played 
by Alyse Bukoski, from the District Attorney’s 
Forensics office, the defense attorney by 
Michael Salloum an Assistant District Attor- 
ney, and the judge by M. Julie Mahoney, also 
an Assistant District Attorney. Other partici- 
pants included Ellen Grimaldi, who is the As- 
sistant Director of the D.A.’s Community and 
School Project, an officer from the Worcester 
State College Police Department, and a coun- 
selor from Worcester State. 

All participants worked wonderfully 


together to create a realistic trial that was en- 
tertaining, educational, and at times emotional. 
Members of the jury were confronted with a 
complex situation that they had to deliberate 
over and they felt the pressure of having the 
fate of a young adult’s life in their hands. Both 
the victim and the defendant felt the pressure 
as well. Although this was a mock rape trial 
they stated feeling nervous and explained how 
difficult it was to discuss such a sensitive topic 
in public. 

The defendant was charged on four 
accounts: supplying alcohol to a minor, pos- 
session of drugs, rape, and the possession and 
intent to distribute GHB, otherwise known as 
a date rape drug. The defendant pleaded “not 
guilty” to these charges and the prosecution 
laid down hard evidence in the attempt to lead 
the jury to a guilty verdict on all charges. Af- 
ter a two-hour trial the jury found the defen- 
dant guilty on two charges, supplying alcohol 
to a minor and possession of drugs, not guilty 
on the rape charges and undecided on the GHB 
charge. 

This event served as a many-sided 
learning experience. It brought awareness to 
the problems that can arise from consuming 
drugs and alcohol, taught methods of rape 
prevention and help services, taught basic 
laws, sentencing terms, courtroom behavior, 
dress and procedures, and gave us our judi- 
cial system at a glance. The judge was very 


helpful to the jurors and the audience by ex- 
plaining the proceedings step by step. She gave 
definitions and examples of terms such as rape, 
fresh complaint, accessing credibility, objec- 
tions, sidebars, cross-examinations, inferences, 
reasonable doubt, sentencing, and probation. 
These meanings were helpful to the jury at the 
time and will be beneficial to anyone when 
called to serve real jury duty. 

At the conclusion of the trial, Ellen 
Grimaldi spoke about the program that orga- 
nizes these mock trials. They are offered at all 
grade levels, grammar school through college, 
and are also available for other group activi- 
ties. These mock trials are put on often with 
the hope that the community will become aware 
of criminal issues and the justice system in so- 
ciety. Professionals from the D.A.’s office take 
time out of their busy lives to work with this 
program to help educate the community. 

The campus police along with those 
from the D.A.’s office informed us that these 
cases are common and that rape occurs often. 
They urge us to be aware and ask for help if 
you become involved in such a situation. There 
are on and off campus facilities that offer coun- 
seling, medical attention and legal advice. 

For more information on mock trials 
and future events call the District Attorney’s 
Office, attention the Community and Schools 
Project. . 
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ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


¢ Full Health Benefits 


from 10AM - 2PM. 


WALK-INS WELCOME 
onday - Friday 9AM - 6PM 
EMPLOYMENT OFFICE 
Courtyard of 340 Main St., Worcester 


Monday-Thursday, 1PM-6PM 
EMPLOYMENT OFFICE 


Shrewsbury - 140 at Junction of Rt 20 


508-753-9108 


www.upsjobs.com 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


Package Handlers 
EARN $8.50-$9.50/HOUR TO START + FULL BENEFITS! 


GET uP TO $23,000 IN COLLEGE EDUCATION 
ASSISTANCE WITH THE UPS EARN & LEARN PROGRAM. 
UPS wil pay your education expenses upfront up to $1,500 per semester. 


¢ Paid Vacations & Holidays 


* 3-1/2 to 5 hours per day 
See our on-campus recruiter, every Monday and Wednesday 
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Worcester State Coleg ao e 
eee ‘Student Events Committee Presents 


WITH 
SPECIAL GUESTS 


~ Friday, April: 6 
"Sullivan Auditorium 
(8: 00 PM 


Advance Tickets se -Atthe Door : = : 
$8.00 with WSC ID a $10. 00 with WSC I iD 
$10.00 College or 18+1D ol 5.00 ) College or 18+ DD 


Available at the Worcester State College Student Center Information Desk and all —. locations : 


Information Desk Hours 


Monday-Thursdays 9AM-7PM 


Fridays 9AM-5PM 
Call 929-8073 for more information 
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ACROSS 


1. English “football” 
6. Doacrawl 

10. Remove skin 

14. Inuit home 

15. Singer Turner 

16. Director Kazan 

17. Liquid 

Geko hee well thati..” 
19. My Three ___ 

20. Shoelace hole 

22. Opposite of longitude 
24. Cut (off) 

26. War of the 

27. Dress material 

31. Bambi’s mom 

32. Woman 

33. Religious beliefs 
36. Took home the gold 
39. Actor Connery 

40. Rich pie 

41. Appellation 

42. Friend 

43. Long ago 

44. Lists 

45. Resort 

46. Russell Crowe’s vehicle 
48. Says hi 

51. Island in Micronesia 
52. The Fertile 

54. European city 

59. Singer McEntire 
60. Sustenance 

62. Extra virgin oil 

63. Thing 

64. Pressure 

65. Serve 

66. Cotton bundle 

67. Thin 

68. Change 


ee : the Voice will allow | up | : 


C 


word 


reated by Brendan A. McGrail 


DOWN 


Abundant 

Hideous 

Paste 

Something to lance 
Sung in Switzerland 
RR abbr. 


BOS lp GN 


Married relative 

9. Extinct species 

10. Mortar and 

11. Audibly 

LDP rut peelsyas 

13. Relaxation 

21. Child 

23. Take out wrinkles 
25. Walked back and forth 
27. Recipe amt. 

28. Region 

29. Baby horse 

30. One who cheers 

34, __in the hole 

35. Singer Sinatra 

36. African gully 

37. Melville novel 

38. Bird home 

40. All You Can Eat sight 
41. Either or, neither ___ 
43. Oil controllers 

44. Type of pudding 

45. Flavorful seed 

47. Actor Holbrook 

48. Actress Garbo 

49. ___ Yell bourbon 
50. Sleeping sound 

52. Baby’s bed 

53. Animal House party 
55. Close forcefully 

56. Gnaw 

57. Cooking appliance 
58. Last picked kid in P.E. 
61. Family room 


to 1/4 pe. for your 
campaign - info. If you 
are not running please 
remember to vote. | 


Crossword Puzzle 


Last and testament — 


Xword Answers March 13 
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Women’s Studies Program Hosts Health Conference 
Speakers and films help to illustrate importance of healthy lifestyles 


By Jessica Killoran 
VOICE STAFF 


For many women over the age of 60, 
Osteoporosis is any everyday word. However, 
experts have proven that women of all ages 
should be aware of this disease. Marilyn 
Tormey, a nurse practitioner, lectured on this 
subject in the North/South Auditorium on Fri- 
day March 23" during the interdisciplinary 
conference Engendering Knowledge: Women’s 
Studies at Worcester State College. Tormey 
discussed issues of proper diet and exercise 
including vitamins and calcium supplements, 
and she stressed the importance of having bone 
density tests as early as age 50. 

As soon as a woman begins her men- 
strual cycle, calcium begins to deplete and it 
becomes harder to absorb. This causes bone 
loss and brittle bones that lead to bone breaks, 
fractures and spinal deformities. 

Tormey conducted a two-year study 
on Osteoporosis and methods of prevention. 
Tormey is a supporter of alternative medicine; 


therefore during her study she subscribed medi- 
cation as well as life style changes. Some risk 
factors for the disease are smoking, poor diet 
and exercise, and heredity. Tormey concluded 
that there are many ways to treat and prevent 
Osteoporosis as long as we are aware and com- 
municate concerns with our doctors. Eighty- 
five percent of the participants in her study 
improved their conditions. 

A film was shown that visually ex- 
plained the numerous types of bone density 
testing. The film also taught how doctors read 
these tests, determine proper treatments, and 
keep track of a patient’s progress. Pamphlets 
and information packets were available at the 
conference and can still be obtained by con- 
tacting the Health Studies department. 

A seminar on appearance and the idea 
of “beauty” was also given at the conference 
by one of Worcester State’s own professors of 
Health Studies. The superficial concept of 
beauty in today’s society leads to many per- 
sonal and social problems. These problems 


include stress, eating disorders, low self-es- 
teem, anxiety, and money loss due to buying 
unnecessary products and undergoing cosmetic 
surgery. This also hurts society by putting too 
strong an emphasis on the superficial things 
and less emphasis on problems in society. 

A film, entitled “Gorgeous,” was 
shown on this subject to better illustrate the 
issue. This comical animated movie portrayed 
a woman and her conscience. The conscience 
made her feel inadequate and ugly and forced 
her to waste time at a beauty parlor, debating 
plastic surgery, and shopping for clothes when 
the woman’s real priority was preparing for a 
job interview. This brought the audience to 
laughter but all present knew it was true. The 
audience was asked: Who feels satisfied with 
their appearance? Two people raised their 
hands. The lesson that was hopefully learned 
here was that there is more to life than being 
beautiful. We should concentrate more on be- 
coming better people by what we do and not 
how we look. 


Comedienne Ridicules Our Very Own Voice 


FOLEY from page 4 


1996 to pursue a career in comedy. Places and 
events that she has performed at include the 
Boston Comedy Club, Caronlines and Gotham 
Comedy Club, Toyota Comedy Festival, 
Marshall’s Women in Comedy Festival and the 
prestigious Montreal Just for Laughs Festival. 
She is also a regular performer at all the top 
clubs in New York City. 

Foley had quite a few words to say 
about the Worcester State College newspaper, 
“The Student Voice.” All was said in jest, but 
there were quite a few curt phrases said about 
current Editor-in-Chief John Brown III. “Do 
we really need the ‘II’ Mr. Brown? We’ re-not 
in Old England!” Foley was hoping that she 
could sport a picture on the front page rather 
than the picture seen on the last issue of the 
voice where John was photographed standing 
on top of a snow bank. Note: the sweet, inno- 
cent member of the audience who was report- 


ing the event for The Voice, was instigated 
throughout the performance for being a mem- 
ber of college paper. The traumatized girl was 
used as a constant hook and will most likely 
need psychological therapy to fully recover. 
Another common theme used 
throughout Foley’s act was about our own es- 
teemed Campus Police. The Police Log was 
highlighted and when looked at through the 
eyes of this comedienne, looked not only hys- 
terical, but completely ridiculous. When Corey 
Williams of Student Security came by, Foley 
begged her to call Unit 21, to ask if the mem- 
bers really needed to be called a “Unit.” 
When expressing her concerns about 
becoming a freshman, she admitted to making 
a few mistakes, “I’m the one who signed up 
for the 8:30 a.m. Astronomy Class in College, 
let’s just say that I didn’t last...” While also in 
school she met a number of interesting people 
and encountered numerous situations, “Have 


you ever tried to talk to someone with an or- 
ange face?! You know their parents told them 
to eat plenty of carrots while away...” 

Other anecdotes of Foley’s include 
stories about insecurities was her shoe size, 
“When I go shopping for shoes instead of giv- 
ing me a shoe horn, they hand me a canoe 
paddle.” 

After college, Foley moved into an 
apartment and got a kitten. One weekend when 
she was away, her seven-month-old cat went 
out into the neighborhood and got pregnant. “I 
was horrified - it was like a bad after school 
special, “Babies Having Babies: How my kit- 
ten got knocked up.” 

Foley, who.told The Voice that she is 
a Virgo, can be seen in the movie, “Almost 
Famous” directed by Cameron Crowe and on 
Canadian television’s “She’s So Funny.” She 
has recently shot a pilot for MTV called, “This 
is Ray.” 
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ACCENTUATIONS 


Voices of Worcester State 


ST Pomorrvow Gomes 


When tomorrow comes 
may it bring some extra baggage 
Bagfuls of hope, and cases 
of laughter 
May they overflow with happiness 
things that really matter 
May it stumble and stagger 
under the weight of joy 


And if tomorrow comes 

May it bring in its breast pocket 
a bit of forgetfulness 

That I may forget the sorrow 
the trials and tribulations 

The bad things that are TODAY 


- Eric Kaniu 


Linear Stride 


Linear Stride by the years 

At my afflicted psyche wears 

Over the head and beneath the feet 

A diurnal cycle does repeat 

A beeline with cessation sought 

Memory augurs prayers forgot 

The seeds are sown of a life morose 
Unyielding to intrepid prose 

This is the wretched careening of my time 
Sickly bile, ejected chyme 

A Hallowed Lamb running afoul 

A languishing walk, self-effacing scowl 
Doors slam in perpetuity, but glory is mine 
Ignoring the ripe fruit of a rotten vine 

It’s gilded pyrite, the gold of fools 

Let them lay where brimstone rules - 

My pride condemns me left to grieve 

But my rancorous laughter will mountains 
cleave 

For I will not feel cast down 

As the last of their smiles turn upside down 


-- Chris Giofreda 


oO) ears 


Tears fall upward 
Toward the unforgotten heroes 
Who left too soon 


They sit above in beauty 
Smiling on the world 

As they collect the salty tears 
And throw them back to Earth 
As Rainbows 


-Elizabeth Pandolfe 


ear a $50; prize v will be ee to pte author et the bee poem. There will be a $20 
and one honorable mention. al entries aupeuie to the paper during the 


PIGS SUMMER 


A bright Summer day 
sunlight beating down 
upon the hot tin roof 
where the pigs were kept 


Some sleeping, some snorting 
lying in the cool mud 

many pink piglets 

nursing from their Mothers 


Another day as usual 
except for the Portly 
it was a special day 


a pig’s Happy day 


Rubbing his wet nose against the fence 
each movement opening the hole 

just that much wider 

pushing his head through 


With a squeal of glee 

portly slid his fat body through 

a mad dash for the veggie garden 
swiftly trotting, focused on food 


Finally, he arrived at his destination 
pushing his snout deep into the soft, moist 
soil 


emerging with a crisp carrot between his teeth 


all the other pigs looked upon with awe from 
afar 


Portly had his fill of the garden’s treasures 
and blissfully strutted back to the pen, a Hero 


--Christopher Smith 


A model of feminine 
perfection 


“Keep your legs crossed,” 

They say 

Stuffing you into Laura Ashley clad 
nightmares 

Yet expecting you not to scratch. 

And Barbie dolls have no genitals 

A dream house but no genitals- go figure 


_. “Stand up strait, smile sweetly, be lady- 


like,” 

As you are scolded for speaking nonsense 
Yet chastised for speaking your mind 

For being to bold 

For muddying your white shoes 

When it well known the sandbox draws 
them in like a rubber magnet. 

Yet Barbie dolls still have no genitals 

All the fashions of the seasons but no 
genitals 


“Young ladies don’t. walk around without 
your shirt.” 

You inquire why 

And are taught that your nipples are some 
dirty secret, 

Like the crazy wife locked in the attack, 
Then sent to your with bright crayons 

To make sure you stay neatly within the 
lines. 

And Barbie dolls have no genitals 

Just a-formless crotch. 


Perhaps they are afraid 

Little girls would be enticed to explore 
Between Barbie’s legs 

Realizing the beauty of the female sex 
Not to grow up to be ladies and marry 

manly men 


What a sight that would be 

An ER filled with well-ironed girls 
Their tongs and fingers stuck between 
synthetic legs 

So Barbie remains perfectly sexless. 


Don’t worry 

Soon they will willingly turn in pink 
ribbons for wonder bras 

And diet pills, 

Pretty little girls taking razors to their flesh, 
Vomiting in toilets, 

Sacrificing ownership of their bodies for a 
bit of assurance 

And then ‘they’ ask why, 

Like this was unexpected 

And is it any wonder why Barbie dolls 
have no genitals? 


--Laurie Carlsn 


Tet Wore Ste 
_ hear your Voice! 


Submit your poem or short essay 
for publication in the next Student 


Voice. Drop off a type-written 

~ version at room C317 in the 
_ Student Center, or contact Devan 
ee through The Voice or © 
: -viacampusemailat = 
deampbell@w Ce ster. edu. ye 
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Sports 


Thanks for the memories 


Long awaited return of Raymond Bourque to Boston thrills a sellout crowd at 


Colorado4 
Boston2 

This past Saturday I had an opportu- 
nity to take a trip to Boston. My friend and I 
were headed into the Fleet center to see the 
Boston Bruins take on the Colorado Ava- 
lanche. A sidebar which made this event 
more than just going to see a professional 
hockey game is that Raymond Bourque, a 
twenty-one-year veteran of the NHL was 
returning to Boston for the first time since 
being traded last March. Ray is now a 
member of one hockey’s elite franchises. 
The Avalanche has been a contender for Lord 


Stanley’s Cup since 1995, having last won it 
in °96. 


As expected, the crowd was very 
emotional. Bourque had played 19 seasons 
with the black and gold and all were disap- 
pointed to see him go last season. The unthink- 
able had happened last March; the cornerstone 
and most beloved Bruin since Bobby Orr had 
request to be traded. Bourque was seeking an 
opportunity to win something he had yet to 
achieve, the Stanley Cup. 

In 1979, Bourque became a Bruin. He 
was selected in the first round and was the 8th 
overall pick. The Bruins had lofty goals for 
this young man and he did nothing but shatter 
these aims that were set for him. Bourque won 
the Calder Trophy for being the league’s top 
rookie in 1980. He went on to capture the 
Norris trophy five times, second only to his 
predecessor on the blueline, Bobby Orr. He has 
been a first team all-star selection 12 times. 
Bourque has done great things in his career 
and has always made the city of Boston proud. 

The trip down the Mass pike was 
entertaining, driving past vehicles adorning 
both the Bruins and Avalanche insignias. A 
gold sticker with the #77 was handed out to all 
who entered the building. It was interesting to 
watch the crowd. We walked by fans who were 
wearing ‘split shirts’, one half being a Bruins 
black and gold, with the other being Avalanche 
crimson and blue. There were some celebri- 
ties on hand, including Worcester’s own Den- 
nis Leary. On this day Ray Bourque stole the 
show. 

Number 77’s arrival to the ice was as 
anticipated as the result of the most recent 
presidential election. Only difference is that 
here people wanted to know who the main 
event was. Raymond Bourque stepped onto the 
ice and the crowd cheered for over two min- 
utes, many on their feet. Bourque raised his 
left hand and made a quick lap around the ice 
and then was all business. As warm-ups con- 
cluded, both teams left the ice leaving Bourque 
and his goaltender Patrick Roy. Roy in one way 
can relate to Bourque’s longing for his home. 
Roy started his career with the dreaded 
Montreal Canadians. He won two Stanley Cups 
with them and then was embarrassed by a 
coach. Roy was under the weather and had 
stated this to his coach before a game. The 
coach insisted Roy play. Roy gave up a career 
high 9 goals in front of the Montreal faithful. 
The coach refused to remove him to spare this 
man the embarrassment. Roy never played 
another game in Montreal. As he listened to 
the crowd cheering for Bourque, one wonders 


COMMENTARY 


the Fleet Center 


if he was only hoping for the same type of 
welcome upon his return to Montreal. Roy 
never received a hero’s welcome but has been 
made a villain in Montreal for leaving ‘Les 
Habitants.’ 

Before 
the game began, a 
two-minute video 
tribute was made 
to Bourque includ- 
ing a night I know 
few Bostonians 
will never forget. 
Phil Esposito was in Boston to have his num- 
ber retired and Ray Bourque was wearing 
Espositos’ # 7. Bourque skated to center ice, 
shook Epsositos’ hand and then removed his 
jersey. Bourque had another jersey underneath 
revealing his new number, 77. Bourque made 
this night at the Garden memorable for all in 
attendance and Esposito shed a tear. 

I can say I have my own memories 
courtesy of Raymond Bourque. When I was 
15, I was invited by a neighbor of mine, Jo- 
seph McCabe, to take part in a hockey camp 
with Bourque being one of the instructors. I 
went along with my best friend and another 
friend into Boston Garden. I would be taking 
lessons from the player whom I considered the 
best defenseman to ever step onto the ice. 
Bourque did not destroy any of my beliefs. I 
learned many lessons that day and had a con- 
versation with Bourque for over an hour after 
camp had concluded. We spoke of everything 
I could think of, the only topic we did not touch 
upon, hockey. He told me that school was im- 
portant, family, friends, and just being a kid 
while I could be. It was a truly great experi- 
ence. The only hockey we spoke about was 
how he laced his skates. His laces were not 
done like mine or anyone I knew, so I inquired 
as to why his were laced in such a unique fash- 
ion. As I listened to the explanation I decided I 
would lace my skates this way and see if what 
he was saying was true, it was. I have laced 
my skates this way since and been questioned 
as to why, my answer has always been, “Ray 
Bourque showed me how to do this.” A couple 
of my friends thought I was telling stories, that 
is until we went into the Fleet and went up to 
the Boston Sports Hall Of Fame on the fourth 
and fifth floor. 

As I was walking around, one of my 
friends who believed I was telling stories 
stopped in mid stride and grabbed my arm. 
What he said I cannot repeat, but I can allay 
the meaning of his words. Before us on the 
wall was one of Bourque’s skates, and it was 
laced the way I lace my skates. We walked 
along and he bought my beers for the day. 
Afterall, he should have just believed me. I may 
be Irish, but I always back up my stories. 

Three years ago I was injured in an 
auto accident and never again will I play 
hockey. One of my uncles contacted Bourque 
and believe it or not he remembered me from 
the camp. My uncle thought he was just being 
nice, but when Bourque told him what shirt I 
was wearing on the day of the camp, my uncle 
was in shock. Bourque took the time to send 
me a stick signed by the entire Bruins team 
including rookie Sergei Samsonov. I keep this 
stick close to my heart and will always remem- 


ber what Bourque meant to the city of Boston, 
but to the fans and especially to me. 

I was fortunate enough to have met 
and skated with this man, see him play for a 
Stanley Cup and possibly see him take his last 
skate on Boston ice. It will be a memory of 
mine that I alone will have and get to share 
with my children some day. Thanks for the 
Memories, #77. 


Ray Bourque batles John 
LeClair in his last game as a 
member of the Bruins last 
season. 


Bourque pictured in action here in his first 
game as a member of the Colorado 
Avalanche. 


